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The International Seminar ""Access to Land and Agroecology: The Experience of EU Countries
for Ukraine™ took place on March 18, 2025, bringing together farmers, civil society activists,
researchers, representatives of local communities, international experts, politicians, and all those
interested to discuss the key challenges facing Ukrainian agriculture, particularly under the
difficult conditions of war, which has fundamentally altered all aspects of life in the country.

Hostilities have led to significant infrastructure destruction and the loss of a substantial portion
of farmland. This has created unprecedented challenges for farmers, particularly regarding
maintaining food security at the local, national, and global levels. The russian full-scale invasion
has not only changed the landscape of agriculture in Ukraine but has also posed a question to
Ukrainian society: how to adapt the agricultural sector to a new reality? As a result of hostilities,
many lands have been lost or damaged, making their use for economic activities problematic or
complicated. Therefore, the issue of restoring land, developing effective land-use methods, and
implementing innovative approaches to sustainable development is becoming increasingly
relevant.

The seminar focused on issues related to land reform, equitable land access for small producers,
agroecological practices, and sustainable rural development. Particular attention was given to the
war's impact on the agricultural sector. Alongside this, the prospects for increasing transparency
in the land market, creating equal conditions for all market participants, and the necessity of
supporting agroecological initiatives were discussed. Participants had the opportunity to not only
listen to speeches from leading experts in the field on these issues and gain substantial information
about international experience and European approaches to accessing land but also to engage in



discussions, expressing their thoughts and proposing their solutions. Everyone emphasized that
Ukraine's integration into the European space is only possible if local peculiarities and needs are
taken into account, which requires not only political and economic changes but also a reassessment
of approaches to using land resources.

The moderator of the seminar, Academician of the
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Head of the
Coordination Council of Ukrainian Rural Development
Network”, Olena BORODINA, opened the event by
emphasizing the importance of agroecology for achieving the
goals of sustainable development and the relevance of
European experience for Ukraine in the context of integration
into the EU. In the challenging circumstances of martial law,
the issue of land relations takes on particular significance for
maintaining food security, and combining agroecological
principles with equitable access to land is key to the
sustainable development of rural areas. O. Borodina called on =
the academic community and civil society to formulate \ y
concrete proposals that can be taken into account during negotiations on Ukraine's accession to the
European Union.

The participants of the seminar were welcomed by Valeriy HEYETS, Academician of the
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Director of the State Organization "Institute for
Economics and Forecasting of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine™, Monika STANNY,
Professor, Director of the Institute of Rural and Agricultural Development, Polish Academy of
Sciences, Viktor HONCHARENKO, President of the Association of Farmers and Private
Landowners of Ukraine, and Genevieve SAVIGNY/, Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on
the Rights of Peasants at the UN Human Rights Council, Cécile DUCHIER, coordinator of the
"Access to Land™ network, emphasizing the importance of international cooperation and exchange
of experience in the field of agroecology and fair access to land in the context of European
integration processes.

Valeriy HEYETS emphasized the importance of
scientific and practical dialogue in matters of land policy
and the necessity of a comprehensive approach to
resolving land issues. Land reform should be based on a
thorough analysis of economic, social, and ecological
consequences; therefore, the scientific community must
be involved in the development of strategic documents
in the field of agricultural policy. V. Heyets paid
particular attention to the importance of balanced land
use, which involves not only economic interests but also
addressing issues of social justice and environmental
sustainability.




Monika STANNY delivered a welcoming speech in
Ukrainian. She highlighted the over ten-year collaboration
with the Institute for Economics and Forecasting of the
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in researching
the ecological aspects of land use, supporting family
farming, and developing rural areas. With the onset of the
war, support for Ukrainian colleagues by Polish
researchers has intensified. Currently, a joint Ukrainian-
Polish team, under the leadership of Academician
O. Borodina is investigating ways to ensure equal access
for Ukrainians to food, land, and new technologies.
Monika Stanny emphasized that economic democracy and
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consideration of proposals from citizens will help to rebuild the Ukrainian countryside according
to European standards by supporting small producers and promoting sustainable agroecological
practices.

In his emotional speech, Viktor GONCHARENKO
expressed deep concern regarding the current state of
land issues in Ukraine. He thanked scholars from Ukraine
and Europe, particularly representatives from Polish and
Romanian farming communities, for their solidarity and
support.

The main emphasis of his speech was on the necessity
of suspending the land market during the war. The
President of the Farming Association of Ukraine cited a
shocking example of unscrupulous actions, wherein bank
representatives are attempting to purchase land from the
shareholders of a farmer who is currently defending the
country at the front. Due to such incidents, the Farmers'
Association has complained about the violation of Ukrainians' land rights to the Special Procedures
of the UN Human Rights Council.

Another significant problem that V. Goncharenko highlighted is the imperfection of legislative
initiatives that equate all agricultural producers — from an elderly lady with two goats to the owner
of an agribusiness with half a million hectares — to the category of "farmers,” to place them in
formal equal footing concerning state support. This cannot be deemed just and does not align with
the declared course towards European integration and the development of genuine farming.




Geneviéve SAVIGNY emphasized the importance of
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants for the
development of agriculture and the achievement of
harmony between food systems and nature. She spoke
about her personal experience of farming in France and her
involvement in international initiatives to protect the rights
of'small-scale agricultural producers. Ms. Savigny stressed
that the rights of peasants are not only a matter of social
justice but also a key factor for the development of
sustainable food systems and the preservation of
agrobiodiversity. She called for the provisions of the UN
: Declaration on the Rights of Peasants to be taken into
account when developing Ukrainian national legislation.

Cécile DUCHIER presented the EU Erasmus+ project
"Upskilling Pathway for Agroecology Practitioners toward
European Synergies on Land". She explained that this project
brings together organizations that are members of the network
from Ukraine, France, Belgium, Romania, and Germany. Its
primary objectives are to support and enhance the capacity of
participants, strengthen international cooperation on land
issues, and form coalitions in Eastern Europe to address
problems related to land resources. Ms. Duchier noted the
successful organization of several international events
supported by the Knowledge Platform — Agricultural
Development and Rural Innovations and Institute of Economics and Forecasting of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, including conferences in Bucharest, a joint event with colleagues
from the NGO "ALPA," and a conference in Kyiv.

The seminar program included four main panels, each of which highlighted specific aspects of
access to land and agroecology.

During the first panel discussion " The Right to Land for Communities, Family Farms and
Farming Households in Ukraine™, participants addressed the challenges of land access for small
farmers in Ukraine. Speakers emphasized the necessity of establishing transparent and equitable
conditions in land relations.

An analysis of trends in the land market was presented
by Viktor YAROVYI, PhD in Economics, a Leading
Researcher at the Institute for Economics and Forecasting
of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, focusing
on the question of who is becoming the owner of Ukrainian
land during wartime. He demonstrated the results of a
detailed study of the land market following the lifting of
the moratorium, including regional specificities and price
dynamics. The researcher paid particular attention to the
risks of land concentration in the hands of foreign capital
through proxy individuals and offshore schemes. Viktor
Yarovyi proposed a set of measures for monitoring and




controlling transactions in the land market to prevent shadow schemes and ensure the transparency
of land relations.

The Director of the Institute of Land Management of the
National Academy of Agrarian Sciences of Ukraine,
Doctor of Economic Sciences, Professor, Corresponding
Member of the NAAS of Ukraine, Josyp DOROSH,
addressed a range of issues related to the management of
. land resources in local communities amid the ongoing war
and future post-war reconstruction. The professor began by
characterizing the structure of land use in the communities,
noting that as a result of decentralization, a significant
portion of land (from 20% to 90% of all agricultural land)
] has been transferred to communal ownership by the

communities, primarily consisting of unallocated and
untitled plots, abandoned inheritances, field pathways, and forest belts.

The speaker highlighted several issues in land relations that have arisen due to the war:

- The urgent issue of veterans' rights to land, which will gain particular significance after the
end of martial law;

- The problem of so-called "ownerless" lands (whose owners have left Ukraine);

- The lack of awareness among land shareowners regarding their rights and the signing of
unfavorable long-term lease agreements.

Based on studies in seven territorial communities, typical challenges were identified: the
absence of identification and assessment of land resources, unregistered ownership rights, lack of
land accounting, and an inadequate regulatory framework.

Specific attention was given to the State Land Cadastre (approximately 4 million land plots are
not entered into it), the boundaries of territorial communities have not been established, and issues
regarding agroecology, land reclamation, and irrigation were raised (the country has 5.5 million
hectares of state-owned reclaimed land). An analysis of the practice of conducting land auctions
was also stressed.

In conclusion, Y. Dorosh presented the automated system “NGO Community,” which not only
assists in calculating the normative monetary valuation but also facilitates comprehensive
management of land resources at the level of the territorial community, including spatial data
representation, accounting of landowners, tax calculation, and identification of errors in cadastre
data.

Viktor SHEREMETA, Deputy Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine from 2017
to 2019, Vice President of the Agrarian Federation of Ukraine, and Head of the "Hercules" Farm,
emphasized the crucial role of the Ukrainian peasant and farmer as the foundation of the agrarian
structure and the defense of the state. The speaker provided a specific example of how, at the
beginning of the war, it was the local farmers and villagers, rather than distant owners of large



enterprises, who stood up to defend their communities in the
Kyiv region. In his opinion, the slogan "those who live and
work on their land should have access to that land" should
become a fundamental principle of land policy.

Mr. Sheremeta expressed concern regarding the
"completely liberal land market" model adopted in Ukraine,
which does not adequately limit land concentration: such an
approach threatens the security of the state and could lead to
the "disappearance of villages and, ultimately, perhaps even
the state itself".

Proposals put forward by V. Sheremeta include:

- Implementing a European model of the land market, where access is granted only to those
who reside and work in the community;

- Establishing farming opportunities for war veterans in frontline areas, allowing them to
work the land while also defending borders under a "Swiss principle";

- Prioritizing young farmers or those with heirs to ensure that land does not flow to "other
hands."

These initiatives will not only help develop agriculture but also protect our country.

During the second panel discussion ""Public Involvement in the Functions of the Land
Market: Experience of the EU Countries’ European experts shared their experiences in
regulating the land market to support small producers and preserve agroecology. Mechanisms
ensuring equal access to land for all market participants were discussed.

The panel was opened by Vitaly KRUPIN, an
IRWIR  Assistant Professor at the Institute of Rural and
Agriculture Development of the Polish Academy of
Sciences, who discussed the effective Polish system for
preventing the excessive concentration of agricultural
land. In Poland, strict limitations are in place — one
individual can purchase a maximum of 300 hectares of
agricultural land. Furthermore, the buyer must possess
relevant education or experience, have lived in the area
for at least five years, and commit to engaging in
agricultural activity on that land for a minimum of 10
years.

Regarding state-owned lands in Poland, a special Fund has been established to fairly distribute
former state lands. Over the past 30 years, out of 5 million hectares, 2.2 million have been sold,
with 91% of the transactions made to individuals rather than corporations.

The speaker emphasized that Polish legislation is not merely written on paper but is actively
enforced, ensuring equal rights for entities regardless of size or ownership structure. In his view,
such a system could help prevent the issues currently observed in Ukraine, where excessive land
concentration in agribusiness has occurred over the past 20 years.

In his presentation, Lars PERSON, the Chairman of Dansk @kojord A/S and the Danish
Organic Farming Fund spoke about the unique model of agricultural land management that his



organization is implementing in Denmark. The speaker
began by introducing Dansk @kojord A/S (translated as
"Danish Organic Agricultural Land™) — a company
established in 1991 as a joint initiative of the Danish
Society for Nature Conservation and the Association of
Organic Farmers. The company's main goals are to
encourage people to take responsibility for the land,
provide access to land for young farmers, and protect
land resources from ecological issues. Jll Lars Pehrsoin |

Mr. Person emphasized that land in Denmark is viewed not merely as a business asset, but as
an integral part of societal life linked to the landscape, nature, and water resources. The
organization has approximately 700 shareholders — “impact investors” who invest funds for
positive change while limiting their profits. To date, the organization has invested about 20 million
euros in 10 farms covering a total area of approximately 700 hectares.

Currently, the challenges facing Danish agriculture, according to the speaker, include the
pollution of seas and fjords with chemical fertilizers, contamination of groundwater with
pesticides, loss of biodiversity, and rising land prices due to competition. Over the past few
decades, the number of farms in Denmark has decreased from 100,000 to 6,300, with only 21% of
farmers being under the age of 50, while investors increasingly acquire farms.

L. Person believes that the primary solution lies in multifunctional land use, where food
production is combined with other land functions: protection of groundwater (compensated by the
utility company), afforestation, agroforestry, and the production of renewable energy. These
additional sources of income help reduce rental costs and provide young farmers with access to
land.

Particular attention was given to biodiversity, discussing the creation of protective strips, “wet
corners,” and corridors for wildlife, which not only support nature but also enhance agricultural
productivity.

Attila SZOCS, Founderand Board Member of
the NGO "ALPA" (Land for Life in Northern
Transylvania), discussed the situation with
agricultural  land in  Romania and his
organization's initiatives to support small farmers.
The speaker began his presentation with a
fundamental question: who will be the future
farmers of Eastern Europe in 20 years? How will
Il Attila Szocs - : they interact with other farmers, the population,
and nature? Who will feed the citizens?

The speaker presented Romania as one of the largest agricultural countries in the EU, where
about 20% of the population works in agriculture, and the total area of agricultural land is 13
million hectares. However, only 2.5% of this land is certified as organic. According to his
presentation, a dichotomy exists in Romanian agriculture, essentially similar to the realities in
Ukraine. On the one hand, over 70% of farms cultivate less than 5 hectares of land. On the other
hand, 1% of large farms control 50% of arable land.



Attila Sz6cs emphasized the problem of the aging farming population — the average age of a
Romanian farmer is 57 years, and 40% of farmers are over 65 years old. Only 7.5% of farmers are
under 40, posing a serious threat to the future of agriculture.

ALPA, which the speaker represented, is working to create a land trust for future agroecological
farmers. The organization promotes cooperation between landowners and farmers, combining
agricultural activity with biodiversity support. The organization's activities are aimed at improving
land legislation, ensuring the transparency of land transactions, training young farmers, and
creating a support network for them.

Attila Szbcs expressed hope that Ukraine will integrate into the European Union and that small
family farms will play a central role in its land system.

The third panel discussion, ""Agroecological Initiatives in the EU and Ukraine - A Path to
Resilient Agricultural Development™ focused on analyzing best practices in agroecology that
are successfully implemented in Europe and could be adopted in Ukraine. Particular attention was
paid to promoting the development of farming and specific instruments for establishing farms,
notably through agroecological incubator initiatives for farmers.

Nils MAURICE, Coordinator of the French
Network of Farm Incubators (RENETA), presented
the concept of agroecology farm incubators for
beginner farmers and shared experience in motivating
sustainable land use through tax incentives. He
described in detail the operating mechanism of the
incubators, which provide beginners with access to
land, equipment, and consulting support at the initial
stage of their activity. Mr. Moris emphasized the
effectiveness of the mentoring system, where experienced farmers pass on their knowledge and
skills to newcomers. He also presented RENETA's statistical data on the success of incubator
graduates and their contribution to the development of local economies. According to Nils
Maurice, this approach significantly reduces the barriers to entry into agricultural activity for
young people and urban residents who aspire to move to rural areas.

The participants of the fourth-panel discussion "Protection of Land Rights for Small
Producers: a European Perspective for Ukraine™ discussed legislative initiatives concerning
the organizational principles of support implementation in the agricultural sector, land access
issues, and EU experience in this area.

Within the framework of this panel, three discussion groups were active. Inthe first discussion
group, participants addressed a broad range of issues related to land access and the development
of agroecology in Ukraine, while also attempting to outline potential solutions.

Communities face challenges regarding access to land for small farmers who wish to expand
their land use, or for individuals who would like to start a new farm. This is because, during
wartime, communities had limited abilities to provide people with communal land. Moreover,
communities themselves often have not carried out the preparatory work — identifying and
allocating plots of land that could be offered to people. There are also problems with farmers
buying land previously granted for use, and unequal conditions for acquiring land ownership for
long-standing and newly established farms.



The discussion addressed the development and approval of criteria that individuals acquiring
land ownership rights should meet. Among these potential criteria is the registration of acquirers

of rights, whether individuals or enterprises, in the communities where they purchase or receive
land.

There is aneed to standardize the agrarian structure in Ukraine, with a clear distinction between
small farmers with several hectares in use and agricultural structures operating on thousands of
hectares.

Greater representation of farmers and farmers' organizations is needed in the Verkhovna Rada
and other government bodies.

The importance of strengthening ties between Ukrainian and European farmers was noted, as
well as establishing a full-fledged dialogue between them to deepen mutual understanding and
discuss potential problems and interdependencies. Emphasis was also placed on the need to
address cooperation issues at the national
level, for which it was proposed to initiate
changes to the law on cooperation.

During group discussions, foreign
participants shared their experience in
developing agroecological farms and
discussed possible mechanisms for
farmers planning to develop
agroecological farming to obtain land.
Participants drew attention to the need to
distinguish between two related but
separate issues: obtaining land for
agroecological farming and organizing all farming processes directly.

Participants of the second thematic group discussed issues related to the agricultural system.
According to the draft of the Law of Ukraine “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of
Ukraine Regarding the Organizational Principles of Support in the Agricultural Sector,” published
on the website of the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine:
https://minagro.gov.ua/npa/pro-vnesennia-zmin-do-deiakykh -zakonodavchykh-aktiv-ukrainy-
shchodo-orhanizatsiinykh-zasad-zdiisnennia-pid trymky-v-ahrarnomu-sektori, proposed changes
regarding the terminological definition of economic entities in the agricultural sector aim to
equalize the rights and opportunities of all agricultural producers, regardless of the size,
management structure, and functional involvement in economic activities.

The following questions were discussed:

* Who qualifies as a farmer in Ukraine? What terminological definition of "farmer" should be
normalized in the legislative framework? What limitations can be established regarding land use,
territorial location, and the residence/activity of the economic entity? Should these limitations be
fixed in the Law?

As a result of the discussion, the participants concluded that a farmer is a natural or legal person
engaged in agricultural activities, living and working at the location of the farm's registration, with
land use within a single territorial community. Other producers should be referred to as enterprises,
associations, cooperatives, etc.


https://minagro.gov.ua/npa/pro-vnesennia-zmin-do-deiakykh-zakonodavchykh-aktiv-ukrainy-shchodo-orhanizatsiinykh-zasad-zdiisnennia-pidtrymky-v-ahrarnomu-sektori
https://minagro.gov.ua/npa/pro-vnesennia-zmin-do-deiakykh-zakonodavchykh-aktiv-ukrainy-shchodo-orhanizatsiinykh-zasad-zdiisnennia-pidtrymky-v-ahrarnomu-sektori

* Regarding the classification of agricultural producers into "small," "medium,” and "large"”

categories as defined by the Law of Ukraine "On Accounting and Financial Reporting in Ukraine":
should Ukraine implement measures to define producer sizes based on the Standard Output (SO),
which is calculated from the average value over five years of various types of crop or livestock
production obtained from 1 hectare of crop or from I animal (as practiced in European countries)?
What limitations should be established to define groups of agricultural producers along the lines

of "micro," "small," "medium," and "large"?

The common conclusion of the discussion
was the unacceptability of the division of
agricultural producers into "small," "medium,"
and "large" as stipulated in the legislative
provisions of the Law of Ukraine "On
Accounting and Financial Reporting in
Ukraine", which is intended for economic
entities regardless of the type of activity. Based
on calculations conducted during the discussion,
participants  fully supported the idea of
implementing Standard Output (SO)
calculations in Ukraine and expressed proposals
for normalizing limitations: for micro-producers, the output should be up to 2,000 euros; for small
producers, up to 200,000 euros; and for medium and large producers, according to European
classification.

After sharing valuable experiences, particularly concerning registration within the State
Agrarian Register system (SAR), implementation of transparent mechanisms for distributing
financial support, and extending the deadline for application submissions, participants expressed
the idea of the necessity to hold meetings directly at farms.

Participants in the third thematic group's
discussion addressed a range of issues
concerning land ownership and land wuse
regulation in Ukraine, taking into account
European experience and recommendations
from international experts.

During the working session, the current
state of the agricultural land market was
analyzed in detail, focusing on its social
component, pricing mechanisms, and the
financial capacity of small producers.
Participants paid particular attention to the
issue of mass sales of land plots in frontline
territories and limited market access for

military personnel and veterans.

Participants noted shortcomings in the existing system for monitoring land relations in Ukraine
and emphasized the need to strengthen control over the results of land auctions, as well as enhance



transparency regarding buyers and their subsequent activities. In this context, the feasibility of
digitizing processes for concluding and monitoring agreements was discussed.

Following the example of the European Union, where the development of strategies for the
agricultural sector is based on scientifically sound proposals, emphasis was placed on the
importance of research support for management decisions in the field of land relations.

Ecological aspects of land use were discussed separately, including problems of land
degradation caused by excessive concentration and irrational use, as well as issues of employment
for the rural population and ensuring the proper quality of agricultural products in the context of
European integration processes.

Following the discussion, participants reached three key conclusions:

- The advisability of temporarily suspending the agricultural land market for the duration of
martial law to ensure social justice;

- Theneed to revise the mechanisms for regulating land relations and the corresponding legal
framework, strengthening the role of territorial communities;

- The advisability of creating a specialized institution (provisionally named a "land bank") to
concentrate state-owned land plots and their subsequent fair distribution in the interests of
current and future generations.

After the thematic group's work, ideas were voiced for the creation of a working group
involving a wide range of stakeholders to further improve the legislative regulation of land
relations in Ukraine.

Among the numerous participants, there were various individuals engaged in the discussion:

Ivan ZAYETS, a Member of the Parliament of
Ukraine of the I, I1, 111, 1V, and VI convocations, focused
his speech on the issue of the misinterpretation of
agricultural efficiency in Ukraine. He emphasized that
this distorted understanding of efficiency has led to the
formation of a skewed agrarian structure. In his view, the
effectiveness of agricultural entities in Ukraine is
assessed solely based on economic indicators — revenue
and export volumes — while Europe uses a
comprehensive approach within the framework of
sustainable development.

Mr. Zayets stressed that a true assessment of
efficiency must consider not only business outcomes but
also compliance with environmental and social imperatives, as agriculture is responsible for the
use of 90% of the country's territory and must address both social and ecological issues. When
accounting for these factors, it will become evident that Ukrainian agriculture is not "super-
efficient,” as it is often depicted, but rather extremely inefficient and degraded.

Particular attention was given to the issue of monitoring compliance with land legislation. The
participant noted that the problem lies not in the imperfection of the laws themselves but in the
lack of proper oversight of their implementation. He cited the example of the American Homestead
Act of 1862, introduced during the presidency of A. Lincoln, which included provisions
prohibiting the granting of land to individuals who fought against the United States or assisted its



enemies. Drawing parallels to Ukraine, he called for the revocation of land ownership rights from
those owners, including agribusinesses, who collaborated with the occupying authorities in the
temporarily occupied territories.

Vasyl BURLAKA, Head of the Poltava Regional
NGO AFZ "Revival of Poltava Region"”, posed
several practical questions to those present. In
particular, he inquired about statistics on land sales
by region and expressed support for the idea of
providing land to ATO (anti-terrorist operation)
participants, but with an important caveat: only to
those who genuinely intend to work the land. The
farmer drew attentionto a widespread problem in the
Poltava region, where certain groups of ATO
veterans, in collaboration with the State Geocadastre
and local administration, were effectively seizing
land from existing farmers. He noted that farmers
were willing to share land with veterans, but often
veterans needed financial support more than land plots. The speaker also raised the issue of
administrative obstacles faced by farmers when applying to local authorities. According to him,
farmers' applications for land acquisition or permanent use registration have not been considered
by city councils and territorial communities (TCs) for years, forcing farmers to seek legal recourse.
Given the significant gap between the legally enshrined rights of farmers and their practical
implementation on the ground, the problem needs to be resolved.

Mykola STRYZHAK, Honorary President of the
Association of Farmers and Private Landowners of
Ukraine, emphasized the fundamental divergence between
the official agrarian policy, focused solely on the
| economic efficiency of a hectare, and the Association of
Farmers' vision of the agrarian structure of Ukraine,
formulated back in 2001. He underscored the strategic
importance of land as a state-building factor, drawing
historical parallels with the situation in other countries.
Mykola Stryzhak paid particular attention to the issue of
national security, noting that 95% of Ukraine's defenders

at the front are from rural areas, while large agricultural holdings often distance themselves from
supporting the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

The speaker shared the experience of Switzerland's land policy, where, to obtain the right to
purchase land, a farmer must prove their integration into the local community over seven years of
lease, possess the local language, and have appropriate education and work experience.
Mr. Stryzhak sharply criticized the violation of the initial conditions of land distribution in
Ukraine, when land intended for the creation of agricultural enterprises ended up in the hands of
people not connected with agriculture, including IT specialists. He expressed outrage at the unfair
distribution of state support, citing an example where one agricultural holding received 1000 times
more subsidies than all 43,000 farms combined. In conclusion, he called for closer cooperation
between farmers and researchers to develop joint solutions and promote them at the state level.



Denis VLASENKO, Head of the NGO “Make the Next
Step”, a consultant on youth work organization, and a
student at the Berezhany Agrotechnical Institute, part of the
National University of Life and Environmental Sciences of
Ukraine, majoring in “Ecology,” shared his personal
experience in establishing a closed-loop farm, for which he
relocated from Odesa to a small village. In his speech,
Denis addressed the issue of the stereotype regarding the
ineffectiveness of small households and family farms. He
expressed concern that such views are prevalent even
among members of the relevant parliamentary committee,
creating an impression of a deliberate policy of decline in
pa the Ukrainian countryside.

Inna PASHCHENKO, Head of the farm and NGO
"ZDOROVO-SMACHNO" (in English: HEALTHY-
TASTY), during group discussions, shared her experience
managing a small farm that owns 3.22 hectares of land and
employs four people. She spoke about an attempt to expand
her farm by trying to acquire additional land from the
community but received the response that during martial
law, legal entities can only participate in auctions for land
leases for seven years, and not for its purchase. According
to Inna, most of the available plots have already been taken
by large companies, despite the significant number of unemployed people in the area.

Ms. Inna Pashchenko proposed amending the legislation to establish limits on the amount of
land for one owner, encourage the creation of new jobs and the social responsibility of agricultural
enterprises, referring to the experience of Poland, where there are restrictions on the number of
hectares of land in one hand and a special agricultural property fund has been created to support
farmers. She paid particular attention to the problem of the lack of representation of farmers in the
Verkhovna Rada (Parliament), although the interests of large corporations are very well
represented there. Participants emphasized the importance of establishing connections between
Ukrainian and European farmers and creating a "roadmap™ for new farms, especially those that
will be created after the war by veterans, with a focus on agroecology and organic farming.

Jean-Pierre CARON, Vice-President of the
"Sophia™ Foundation, presented an alternative approach
to solving the problem of land access for small farmers.
The participant of the discussion emphasized the need to
change the paradigm of thinking regarding the use of
agricultural land. According to his position, the key
problem is not in acquiring land ownership, but in
ensuring the opportunity for farmers to cultivate it. He
proposed separating the issue of land ownership from the
actual practice of agricultural activities.




Mr. Caron described the experience of France, where a land trust model was launched about
twenty years ago. This organization raises fundsto purchase land plots, which are then leased to
small farms at a low cost. Such a system creates opportunities for young farmers to run a farm
without significant initial investments.

A specific feature of the model is the establishment of certain farming conditions, including
requirements for organic farming. The participant noted that a similar approach also allows for
attracting land from older farmers who have no heirs while providing them with tax benefits.

*k*x

The seminar participants reached a common conclusion on the necessity of a comprehensive
approach to land reform, one that considers social, economic, and environmental aspects and is
based on the principles of justice and sustainable development. The importance of considering the
European experience was emphasized but with mandatory adaptation to Ukrainian realities and
needs.

The recommendations formulated during the seminar regarding the enhancement of monitoring
land relations, ensuring transparency in the land market, supporting small and medium-sized
farmers, and expanding the rights of territorial communities over land management, will serve as
a significant contribution to the development of state agricultural policy.

The event served as a platform for establishing dialogue between representatives of various
fields: researchers, public activists, farmers, government officials, and international experts. Each
of these groups made a unique contribution to the joint analysis of the situation and the search for
solutions. The seminar confirmed that solving the urgent problems of the agricultural sector
requires a comprehensive approach, including legislative changes, promoting agroecological
transition, and supporting farmers at all levels.

The high professional level of the speakers at the seminar also contributed to disseminating
information about European practices among the Ukrainian community, which will help to better
understand their effectiveness and adapt them to the realities of Ukraine. Participants emphasized
the importance of continuing such meetings, as they allow for the exchange of experiences and the
establishment of partnership relationships.



The seminar was organized by the public organization "Knowledge Platform — Agricultural
Development and Rural Innovations™ in collaboration with the State Organization "Institute for
Economics and Forecasting of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine™ as part of the project
"Upskilling pathway for agroecology practitioners toward European synergies on land” (UP Sol),
which is being implemented by a consortium of partners from France, Belgium, Germany,
Romania, and Ukraine. The project is carried out with the support of the European Union's
Erasmus+ program. The event was conducted in a hybrid format (offline/online).

Co-organizers of the event: Ukrainian Network for Rural Development, European Network
“Access to Land”, Institute for Rural Development and Agriculture of the Polish Academy of
Sciences, Institute of Land Management of the National Academy of Agrarian Sciences of
Ukraine, Open International University for Human Development “Ukraine”’, Association of
Farmers _and Private Landowners of Ukraine, Association _of Small Farmers of Romania
“EcoRuralis”, and the Public Organization ‘“‘Permaculture in Ukraine”.

Partnership with European institutions has facilitated a high level of expert discussion and

engaged leading specialists to analyze key issues related to the development of the agricultural
sector.

Seminar materials:

Seminar program / Video record / Presentations of speeches



https://urdn.org/en/
https://www.accesstoland.eu/
https://www.accesstoland.eu/
https://www.irwirpan.waw.pl/
https://www.irwirpan.waw.pl/
http://landukraine.com.ua/en/
http://landukraine.com.ua/en/
https://vmurolen.uu.edu.ua/
http://farmer.co.ua/en/
http://farmer.co.ua/en/
https://www.ecoruralis.ro/
https://www.ecoruralis.ro/
https://permaculture.in.ua/index.php/en/
http://arci.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Seminar-Agenda-2025.pdf
https://youtu.be/mdNdbsR8sNw
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yjB517nuDQekXunZJNQw4mEmGj2HA2VE?usp=sharing

